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that these remarks refer to the effects of alcohol
ta-ken whether by parents or by children over long
periods. It is not likely that such dire results
would follow the use of a measured quantity
of brandy or of sherry when under medical
supervision. 

___

ALBINISM IN NYASALAND.

IN Biometrika for October, 1913 (Vol. IX., Nos. 3-4,
p. 355), Dr. H. S. Stannus describes anomalies of

pigmentation among the natives of Nyasaland. The
observations recorded supplement those of the
same author already incorporated in the well-
known " Monograph on Albinism," by Pearson,
Nettleship, and Usher. In the present memoir-a
thesis presented for the degree of Doctor of Medi-
oine at the University of London-he describes
several more albinos, piebalds, and spotlings in
some detail, illustrating his description by means of
drawings and photographs which are clear and ex-
cellently reproduced. Cases of leucoderma are also
described, and the relation between this condition
and albinism is discussed. His general conclusions
are that albinism is common among the natives of
Nyasaland. It is a family affection and often

directly hereditary. Almost every degree of albinism
is met with, varying grades being found in the same
family. The degree may alter with age, and a

secondary laying down of pigment in the albinotic
skin in spots is a not uncommon feature. Albinism
is very generally associated with an unusual

development of the lanugo hairs and less commonly
with mal-development of the teeth. Piebalds
are comparatively rare, but spotlings less so; in a
definite class the latter condition affects only the
penis. Widely distributed leucoderma is uncommon,
but a localised form, resembling that described by
Ziemann, is frequently found, between which and
the more generalised form intermediate conditions
occur. Some congenital cases of spotlings resemble
exactly some cases of leucoderma.

THE ATROPINE TREATMENT OF SEA-SICKNESS.

BASED upon the similarity between the symptoms
of sea-sickness and those of physostigmine poison-
ing, a hypothesis has been framed by Fischer that
the former, like the latter, is due to stimulation of
the vagus. He deduced from this that atropine, by
inhibiting the vagus, might relieve sea-sickness.
His results on testing the idea are published in the
]l&uuml;nchener Mediciitisc7te Wochen8c7it-ift. Fischer
treated 52 cases of severe sea-sickness by injection
of somewhat large doses of atropine: 1/64th grain
for males and 1/85th grain for females, Saliva-
tion, it is not surprising to learn, disappeared
speedily, and vomiting usually ceased within
half an hour. The face regained a healthy
colour and the pulse became full. In most
cases a single dose sufficed, but exceptionally a
second was required to subdue the symptoms of
sea-sickness. Relapses were not observed, a some-
what curious point, inasmuch as atropine is elimi-
nated fairly rapidly. Control experiments were
tried by treating all the inmates of one cabin and
none of those in the next one; and to exclude
suggestion injections of distilled water were given,
but did not avail to relieve the patients. The occur-
rence of sea-sickness on a smooth sea or in harbour
is explained as due to vagus excitation by psychical
influences. Whatever the theoretical explanation of
the benefits of atropine treatment may be the

question which :matters most to sufferers front
sea-sickness is whether or not it is effectual.
If independent investigation confirms Fischer’s
claims he will be hailed as a benefactor by
thousands of the travelling public. It is interest-
ing to recall the vogue which hyoscyamine had as
a specific for sea-sickness a few years ago; for-

pure hyoscyamine has physiological actions practi-
cally identical with those of atropine. Possibly the
difficulty of preparing it cheaply without the

presence of hyoscine as an impurity accounts for
its decline in favour. If Fischer’s explanation of
the mode of action of atropine is right it should
be just as effective in prophylaxis as in cure ; this.
apparently, still remains to be put to the test.

THE LONDON SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE.

IT was reported to the Education Committee of
the London County Council at the last meeting
before the Christmas recess that the new regula-
tions of the Board of Education, whereby, under
certain conditions, 50 per cent. of the cost of
medical inspection and treatment of school children
will be borne by the State, would make necessary
the appointment of eight additional full-time-
medical assistants or their equivalent, in order that
the full amount of the grant might be earned. In
view of the suggestions of the Board some months
ago that an injurious effect would be produced on
the school medical work unless more variety were
introduced into the work of the assistant medical
officers, the committee proposed to make a partial
return to the part-time system in respect of these
appointments. The county would be divided into
five districts instead of four, and the staff under the
control of the divisional officer would consist
of a nucleus of permanent medical assistants, the-
remainder of the staff consisting partly of full-time’
temporary medical assistants to be appointed for a
period of three years only, and partly, where-

practicable, of temporary part-time medical in-

spectors. The three-year appointments would be
held on probation for the first year ; holders would
not be debarred from seeking reappointment-
Having regard to the importance of the work to be
performed by the heads of divisions these officers
should be designated " divisional medical officers.’"
The staff is to consist of 15 permanent officers,.,
20 whole-time assistants, and 18 part-time school
medical inspectors giving three school sessions a
week at a remuneration of JE1 per session. It was

hoped that these arrangements would obviate.
dangers recently indicated by the Board of Educa-
tion. The proposals will be considered by the-
Council in a few weeks’ time.

ELECTRARGOL IN THE TREATMENT OF
MEASLES.

THE high mortality of measles in the presence of
complications is a matter for serious consideration
with reference to the feeble and ill-fed children of
our overcrowded urban centres. Any therapeutic
measure, therefore, of practical application which
may lessen the danger of severe and complicated
cases of this disease will be welcome as an addition
to our resources. During an epidemic last year at
Faenza Dr. Paolo Galli treated 35 cases with
electrargol ; of these, 7 were unusually severe forms,
3-, toxic and 4 hyperpyretic, with 1 death; and 28
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